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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

We hope you are all safe and well. This week I want to thank all the parents 
who have expressed their support for the school, either through the sending of 

well-wishes and thanks through email or on the phone, or via the likes and 
positive comments on Facebook. It is really encouraging to know that learning, 

support, guidance and fun-interactions over Facebook are being so well 
received. Please remember if you need any further support or assistance then contact the 
school directly via telephone during the school's current opening time 8:45am-3:15pm to 

speak direct to a member of staff or via email: Ellison.d@welearn365.com. 
 

I want to make reference this week to Free School Meals (FSM) and the 
challenge that this has presented to all schools across the country. We 

want to reassure all parents of children eligible for FSM that the vouchers 
have been ordered for the next 4 weeks via the national system. 

However, the national system is over-loaded and it is taking time for 
requests to be processed. We deliberately delayed our school conversion 

to the national voucher scheme as long as we could, and found Wonde as an alternative 
means to distribute vouchers to begin with. This is because we knew that there would be 

issues with 1.3 million applications all at once nationally. However, we have been forced to 
convert to ensure that the school receives the funding for FSM up-front. We apologise for 
the delay, but your vouchers will be issued as soon as possible. It is currently out of our 
hands.  Please keep checking your messages, including your junk folder. They will be 

issued soon, and we thank you for your patience and understanding.  Other correspondence 
has been sent about FSM and we urge parents to read it carefully and activate their 

vouchers and follow the instructions when they are received. For more information and 
guidance following this link:  https://www.edenred.co.uk/reward-recipients/Free-School-Meal
-Vouchers/  then scroll down to the bottom of the page and click on the link that says “The 

full list of parent and career FAQs are available here >>“ This will open up the guidance and 
explain everything you need to know. 

 
With the national talk regarding when schools may return, this may well be 

creating some anxiety and raising many questions from parents and 
children. As you can appreciate, at this stage there is no official guidance 
as to when and how this will happen. Therefore the school will continue to 
offer learning to our children and support for families in the same way as 
we have done until now. I know that having the phone call from teachers 

and access to regular email support is proving helpful to many. We will be 
sending letters to the small minority of  families who have not yet responded to our efforts to 

contact them, to express the importance of checking on all children's learning and well-
being. If you know that you have not yet spoken with your child's teacher, and/or Mr Hitchins 
or I, I urge you to make contact with school as soon as possible. The teachers will continue 

calls to you on a 3 weekly basis. Mr Hitchins and I will continue to call some families 
ourselves to continue to offer support from the school. 

 
Continued ………. 
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The newsletter this week also provides lots of information about how to support 
your child's well-being at this challenging time. There are some great links and 

suggestions that we hope you all find really helpful. Cleo Barnes from 
Space2Parent is also on hand to offer support to families in managing their 

children's social, emotional well-being and mental health. If you have any issues, please use 
the link on the school website to request contact 

www.whitnashprimaryschool.com/space2parent  
 

Many thanks to all of you that have shown your support the 
Shakespeare Hospice this week, either through painting a 
pebble and sending a photo or though a donation on their 
website. Please continue to send painted pebbled photos 

into support their social media campaign to 
Ellison.d@welearn365.com. 

 
This week we are launching a new 'Pom Pom Making' initiative. We are urging parents to get 
children to make pom poms in various different rainbow colours from wool to send into school. 
We thought we could hang them in all our lovely school trees as a reminder of this time and a 

sign of hope! Please get crafting and 
post or drop off your pom poms to 
school during your daily exercise.  

 
Wishing you all a lovely weekend. 

 
With love and best wishes, 

 
Mrs Donna Ellison 

Headteacher 

 

 

We have teamed up with Scholastic to 
produce and publish our own book of 

writing—Written by YOU! 
The book will be on sale and available to buy. 

(sale details will be published at a later date) 
 

Please send pieces of writing for the book to 
ellison.d@welearn365.com 

1. Email subject:  School Book 
2. Attach a typed copy, or clear photo 

for Mrs Ford to type up. 
or 

Post/deliver written work to school. 
 

Written work can be any style of writing from 
any of your class work menus or any piece 

inspired by something different! 
It could be based on: 

 

Closing date for contributions: 
Monday 1st June 2020 

 

We are asking everyone to paint pebbles 
with rainbows and purple hearts.  Leave 

them outside in full view for people to see 
them, to show our 

support for the NHS and 
the hospices. 

Please take a photo of your painted 
pebbles and send them to 

ellison.d@welearn365.com. 
We will then send them off to 

Shakespeare Hospice to show we support 
and care for them. 

By Mrs Ellison 

Your hand 

Easy to make by using: 

A fork 

Cardboard 
circle 
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All activities can be found by 
clicking on this link on your 

child’s class page. 

 

Visual timetables can help to 
reduce anxiety and uncertainty. 
They are a great way of bringing 

structure to your day. 
 

Include a reward chart to 
motivate your child and to praise 

good choices. 

The weekly Thrive activities 
are designed to support your 
child emotionally. They are 
practical and fun activities 

that will help the whole family 
feel calm, steady and 

connected. 
Try a ‘Mindful Minute Break’ 
or practice a new yoga pose 
to de-stress and create a 
positive, calm environment. 

 
Calm cards are a great visual 

reminder for how to calm 
down. 

Emotion cards are a 
great way for you to 
child to express and 
explain how they are 
feeling if they find 
it difficult to speak 

about emotions. 

Use the Social Story 
resource to explain the 

current situation to your 
child. This can help to 

reduce stress and 
uncertainty. 



Phoebe and Lily 
have painted rocks 

for the NHS and 
Shakespeare 

Hospice and these 
are now sat proudly 
in our front garden.   

 

We took part in an 
online quiz and also a 

virtual tea party to 
raise funds for the 
Guide Dogs. 

Hopefully we 
have set a Guinness 
World Record!  Lily 

painted St George and 
Phoebe has got a potato 

and cress growing. 

This week Evan enjoyed an online Karate 
class held by his Sensi and Libby was a bug 

hunter.  

Joel - 1,604,984 words 
Archie - 1,121,082 words 

We hosted a Zoom 
LOCKDOWN DISCO for 
year one this week. It was 

great fun and everyone 
loved seeing each other.  

 
Next 

week we are having 
a Zoom scavenger hunt.  

Olivia has done some 
baking and crafting this 

week. We made jam tarts, 
paper dragons and 

knights to celebrate St 
George's Day.       

Joel is really 
enjoying 

learning about 
sound with 
ear gongs. 



Ben has made a suitcase 
desk tidy and written and 

illustrated a superhero 
story alongside his school 
work. 

Troy went on a walk and saw 26 rainbows. 
Also he did some maths.  He is eager to see 

every one again soon. 

Natalie is learning 
new skills  

Sofia’s mommy is so proud of Sofia as she 
is an amazing listener and she is really 

working hard, reading every day and writing 
sometimes by herself as mommy needs to 
take care of the baby. Sofia is so proud to 

be part of the Whitnash family. 
 

Sofia has been: 
• making number sentences with + and – 
• learning what half means by cutting 

biscuits and apples 
• making cards with timetable sentences 
• reading 
• other tasks from home learning menus.  



Meet Kai’s new addition 
to the family - Winston. 

He is a bouncy 10 
weeks old blue and 

white Staffordshire bull 
terrier! He absolutely 
loves tug of war and 
playing chase in the 

garden. We're totally in 
love!  

Alaya has had another busy week, she 
started reading the first Harry Potter book. 

She is really enjoying it. 
  

She also 
worked on 

making a leaflet 
on road safety.  

Alaya also 
gained another 
new skill too, 

Oragami.  She 
had lots of fund 
and she made a 
horse, dogs and 

a giraffe. 

Daro and Maily learn science at home - 
How strong is an egg shell? 

 Here’s some more work done by Kavish as 
his home study  



Cassie and owl really 
enjoyed learning how 

to wire up the light and 
switch. 

Tyler was really excited to tell Miss Russell 
when she called all about his new bed that 

was coming. Its finally come and after a long 
time putting it together with Tyler's help it's 

done and he wants 
to show her what it 
looks like. He’s very 

proud of it.  

Maria has been very busy 
again! 

Message from Miss Hall 
 

If you would like to put a message, 
joke, picture, anything in the year 6 

leavers book, please email it to: 
admin2324@welearn365.com. 

 
Also 
 

If you have any wonderful recipes 
you would like to contribute to our 
‘Whitnash Lockdown Cook Book’ 

please email these to: 
admin2324@welearn365.com 

Please add your child’s name so we 
know who it is from.. 

Also we would love some photos of 
your creation, plus some of you 

making it too! 


